LONG-TERM TEST 24

000

CITROEN CX 25 GTi TURBO

o nowit'stime to say goodbye to

the ‘Black Beast.” With 24,000

on the clock and one major
accident, our long-term Citroén CX
GTiTurbo has returned to its maker.
Allinall, the membersofthe Autocar
staff, including myself, have enjoyed
the car immensely.

Its capacity for effortless, long-
distance, high-speed cruising made
the CX the staff’s favourite transport
when travelling any sort of mileage.

Around town its sheer size makes
the CX fairly unwieldy, although it
does help that the steering lock isonly
2.5 turns from one extreme to the
other. Time is needed to become
familiar with Citroén’s power-
assisted steering though its self-
centring effect is a great help in
keeping the car pointing in the right
direction at speed — it ploughs on as
straight as an arrow whatever the
conditions or speed. The steering
does, however, have adead feel when
the car is driven very slowly if the
wheel is turned from side to side
suddenly.

If the steering is open to a certain
amount of criticismn, the suspension is
less so. The CX hydropneumatic
system has been retained but uprated
in the Turbo to handie the increased
power. Combine this with the wide-
section, low-profile Michelins and
the ride is exceptionally good
although the system can be fooled by
large deflections such as humpback
bridges taken at speed. The ride
height should be constantly adjusted

Our CX GTi Turbo was not a pretty sight after its argument with a bridge
parapet, butitis a credit to Citroén’s design staff that it survived at all. Dave
Alexander reports on living a hectic life with the fastest production CX

via the built-in self-levelling, but as
the miles have piled up the CX tends
tosithigheratthe back. Evenwiththe
engine running the car fails to return
to level flight — this has been most
noticeable since the Black Beast had
its run-in with a bridge parapet.

The CX GTi Turbo is the most
powerful CX in current production,
the addition of a Garrett T3 tur-
bocharger and relevant plumbing
adding some 22 per cent to the power
output of the 25 GTito give 168bhp at
5000rpm and 217Ib ft of torque low
down at 3250rpm. The turbo installa-
tion is excellent. There is very little
lag and the car, for its size, is
exceptionally flexible, pulling away
cleanly and quickly from low revs in
the upper gears, making motorway

overtaking manoeuvres a safe and,

easy exercise. Our long-term CX has
never matched the performance fi-
gures claimed by Citroén, though.

In terms of maximum speed, the
best that the CX has managed is
129mph. It has reached this speed on
all the occasions that the car has been
tested but has clearly had nothing
more to give, denying us the 136mph
claimed by the manufacturer. The
best 0-60mph time that our road test
team has managed to achieve is
8.2secs.

A problem we encountered at an
early test session, when 9.3secs was
the best 0-60mph time, was thanks to
a fail-safe system incorporated in the
CX. When the cylinder block sensor
detectsanirregular combustionsequ-
ence it immediately retards the
system by eight or nine degrees. If the

irregularity is not repeated, the
system is designed to crank up the
advances until the timing is normal
again. There is, however, a more
radical second stage to the fail-safe
procedure in which event the ignition
can go back as far as 18deg and
provides no advance at all below
1200rpm. This is what happened to
our car.

It was driven very carefully to
Traffic Garage, at Walton-on-the-
Hill, where both block sensor and
computer were replaced under war-
ranty. Operation completed, our CX
was returned to rude health once
more.

Most of the Autocar staff were
impressed by the general perform-
ance levels of the CX, although the
overall smoothness of the engine P

Block sensor and engine
computer were changed quite
early in the life of the CX Turbo
(far left)

Gearchange (left) was always
baulky but deteriorated around
the 20,000-mile mark

A style all of its own: the
Citroén CX certainly stands out
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4 deteriorated during the last 1000
miles that the CX was with us, the
overrun becoming jerky, which we
put down to the overrun fuel cut-off
valve sticking and causing the engine
to hunt.

The gearbox was always a little
baulky but in the later stages of its
time with us the change quality began
to feel very tired; the syncromesh was
still there but it had slowed right
down, expecially on the lower three
gears. Changing down in any sortof a
hurry required double declutching.

There were two incidents in the life
of the CX that highlight the safety
factors that are a tribute to Citroén.
The first occurred as one of our road
testers wasstarting a maximum speed
runon the high-speed track at MIRA.
Noticing a shake in the steering he
wisely decided to pull over and
investigate the problem. To his
horror he found thatalmost the entire
outside band of tread on the offside
front tyre had stripped off. The cover
wasstillinflated but damaged beyond
repair. The tyre was removed and
sent to Michelin for comment and
after assessment by the technical
department, Michelin’s technical
liaison manager gave his verdict.

The incident had been our fault.
Although the testers had followed
normal practice and raised the tyre
pressures before taking to the high-

Incorrect tyre pressure caused
the tread to strip (below)

the road for two months (bottom)

Accident damage took the CX off -

speed track, Michelin's advice was
that we should have been running at
least 10 psi above normal pressures
(front 33.5psi, rear 22psi). The
marked [ront weight bias of the car
made it particularly sensitive in that
situation and where we might have
got away with it in a car with more
even weight distribution, the high-
speed banking, with all the loading
that involves. caused the tyre to roll
right over on to the side wall,
generating enough heat to effectively
carbonise the rubber tread.

The second incident was the argu-
ment with a bridge parapet. Picture
the scene: night had just fallen and
the drizzle had been falling for a
couple of hours. 1 was proceeding
with four passengers in an easterly
direction down a quiet lane
approaching an S-bend with a hump-
back bridge in the middle. T had used
the road many times before and knew
itwell. The problem with this particu-
lar bridge is that there isenough room
only for one vehicle to cross ata time,
sobearing thisinmind, Islowed down
and watched for the headlights of
oncoming traffic. I could see none so
pulled out to the centre of the road to
cross the bridge.

Imagine my surprise and horror
when a car appeared on the crest of
the bridge displaying only side lights.
Now, a driver who was perhaps more
used to the CX wouldn’t have made
the mistake I did. He would have
remembered the excellent, perhaps
over-servoed, brakes. I took avoid-
ing action, swinging the car to the left
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and at the same time giving the brake
pedal an over-zealous stab. The
brakes locked and the Citroén
careered over the greasy road surface
asstraightasanarrow, into the bridge
parapet. The crumple zones crum-
pled. Fortunately nobody was so
muchasslightlyinjured, although the
oncoming driver might have been,
had he bothered tostop . . .

The addition of anti-lock braking
(see separate sidebar) came just too
late to save me. .

The CXreally comesintoitsown at
high speed where it will cruise
effortlessly for hours on end: There s
some tyre roar from the wide-section
Michelins and the wind whistles
round the front windows at anything
over 70mph. Often opening and
reclosing the front windows allevi-
ated this problem.

Starting from cold is never any
problem although I found the starter
motor quite foud.

The instrumentation in the CX is
easy to live with although some
people don’t like it on first acquaint-
ance. Conventional gauges are
placed in a compact group and the
black-faced instruments with white
numbers and orange points look
purposeful and neat. Citroén has
retained the familiar rocker switch
arrangement for indicators and main
beam, plus the finger-tip controls for

Seats (below) went a little soggy
but generally stood up well
Citroén combines four-seat
comfort with versatility

horn and headlamp flash. These pods
of switchgear allow the driverto keep
both handsonthe wheelinthe correct
position.

A 15ins diameter, leather-bound
steering wheel is fitted, with the word
‘Turbo’® embossed in the centre
section. I always wondered if the
emblem was put there to remind the
driver of the fact that a blown engine
was fitted.

The large steering wheel necessi-
tates a splayed legs driving position
and the steering is sufficiently highly
geared to allow a smaller wheel to be
fitted.

There is only just enough legroom
for average height drivers, a problem
which could be sorted out if the front
partof the seat had a tilt arrangement
fitted. Therearof thedriver'sseatcan
be lowered to provide more head-
room, a fact thatdrivers of 6ft or more
will appreciate, especially when a
sunroof is fitted. Another solution
would have been to make the steering
column adjustable. After 24,000
miles the seats are becoming rather
tired and losing their firmness,
although the fabric covering has
stood up remarkably well to long-
term wear.

So after 24,000 miles, 1053 gallons
of fuel, 10 litres of oil and one major
accident, which kept the car off the
road for two months, it was time to
wave farewell. I am missing the CX,
surprisingly. It is an individual beast
that, once you have become accus-
tomed to driving, is hard to do
without. B

LONG-TERM DATA
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